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embracing authoritative and up-to-date treatment of many diverse phases of
viruses and virus infections and the rickettsial diseases. Not only are the more
general problems of virus nature and behavior considered, but many of the
specific virus infections, more particularly those of important public health
significance, receive detailed discussion.
Everyone interested in any of the several aspects of communicable disease,
whether epidemiologist, clinician, bacteriologist, or immunologist, will find
material of the utmost importance in many of the 34 papers here presented.
Each topic is offered as expressing the seasoned judgment of an authority,
reducing within small compass a critical statement of the problem as of today.
It is inevitable, in a work of this kind, that there be some duplication; but
after all, this is not the type of book that will be read cover-to-cover at one
time. All must be read, however, if one is to appreciate the advances being
made in this rapidly expanding field, and in no other volume now available
can material equal in scope be found. GEO. H. SMITH.
AN INTRODUCTION To ANIMAL BIOLOGY. By John B. Parker
and John J. Clarke. The C. V. Mosby Co., St. Louis, 1939. 486 pp.
$3.75.
This text, intended as a survey of the field of zoology for a one-semester
course, adds another worthy book to the lengthening list of Mosby
publications.
The subject matter follows accepted and conventional forms, leaning
rather heavily toward types and morphological data rather than in the direc-
tion of principles and functional processes. It may be quibbling to point out
that the authors in classifying the texts already supplying teaching needs for
introductory work in animal biology fail in their characterization because
they do not draw a sharp distinction between "those [books] that deal with
general zoology," and "those that deal with the principles of animal biology."
Long ago authoritative zoologists showed that there is a great difference
between "general zoology" texts, so-called in that some used selected animal
types from the phyla and centered discussion and exposition around these,
whereas others began with great biological truisms and axioms-generaliza-
tions such as the cell theory, the physical and chemical constitution of proto-
plasm, mitosis and amitosis, adaptation, germ-plasm and chromosome theories
of heredity, metamerism, immunity, axial gradients, factors in organic evolu-
tion, and scores of others-building up discussion around principles rather
than around type animal representatives.
Brief mention is accorded these latter underlying generalizations, for the
most part, though many would doubtless feel the treatment adequate founda-
tion on which the teacher could build. The emphasis seems clearly to be on
the customary selection of familiar animal types, Amoeba, Paramecium,
Euglena, Grantia, Hydra and Obelia, starfish, earthworm, Planaria, Ascaris,
crayfish, grasshopper, honey-bee, clam, Amphioxus (Branchiostoma), yellow
perch, and frog, Drosophila being used to illustrate selected facts in heredity.448 YALE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE
Illustrations are ample, the original drawings being numerous and excel-
lent in workmanship. Important terms, of which there are a very large
number, most of them being anatomical, are italicized. Facts in Embryology,
Physiology, and Taxonomy are carefully presented in brief form. There is
an appendix with a resume of the phyla and their general characteristics, and
a glossary of 13 pages. The book will appeal to many who favor a morpho-
logical treatment flavored by dashes of theory. CHARLES PACKARD.
SKETCHES IN PSYCHOSOMATIC MEDICINE. By Smith Ely Jelliffe.
Nervous and Mental Disease Monographs, No. 65, New York,
1939. v + 152 pp.
The author has collected ten papers which he has presented during recent
years around the leit-motif of what is now called "Psychosomatic Medicine."
He discusses any number of relationships between organic disease and psycho-
pathological manifestations, emphasizing that "I must be granted my own
interpretation," which is psychoanalytic.
Anyone reading this book, even though he does not agree with many of
Dr. Jelliffe's formulations, will never forget that he finds himself in the
company of a scholar. EUGEN KAHN.
ELEMENTS OF HUMAN PHYSIOLOGY. By Miriam Scott Lucas.
Lea & Febiger, Philadelphia, 1940. 400 pp. $4.50.
This book is apparently planned for college students who require a fairly
complete synopsis of human physiology, but who approach the subject with
little preparation in either anatomy or chemistry. The former deficiency is
to a great extent made up by frequent references in text and figures to the
standard text-book of gross and microscopic anatomy; but the chemical back-
ground of the student is not thus reinforced.
The author is aware of the shortcomings of dogmatic exposition of
physiology, but has not been wholly successful in showing that her subject is
an experimental science still undergoing active expansion. The interested
student finds references to the larger standard texts, as used in medical
schools, but there is no introduction to other source materials which would
doubtless be, on the whole, too advanced to be of practical value.
Academic students preparing for further work in other than biological
and medical science will find the book a very useful text for their necessarily
hasty consideration of the functions of the human body.
ROBERT W. CLARKE.
THE PATIENT'S DILEMMA. By Hugh Cabot. Reynal & Hitch-
cock, New York, 1940. x + 276 pp. $2.50.
This is another book on the economics of medical care written for the
laity. The author has drawn conclusions from his long, varied, and some-
what peripatetic experience in medicine; these he combines with the results